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Doy Fellow Member,

i the stvlse of sy prececessor in office [ should
perhaps call this ¥ an opening shot ¥ or mavbhe a " convertible
sighter ", allowivg se to claim it only i+ it Hits the bullseve.

Firat, mav I say 1 am honowed o heave been elected Chairman of
theae ABssociabtion am al B.G.M. T was forced o miss. I was off on a
compary cowras at bhe Leadership Trust at Hoss-onivblye whers my
appointed "agtivity" turned out to be sub-agua cenpe-ing (seven times
upside down in the aild rapids at Simmonds Yat in two sessions!). Bw
all repoyrtd that was tame i gompariscon to the A.6.M.

I wowld like to take this gpportunity fo clacify ong o two
prints which caused contention abt the &.6.M. and o report on others
with which 1 am involved on vour behsalf @

Selection fs not defsrmined within the Comstitution of the
gssociation, It 1z right that it is discussed regolarly at the A.5G. M.
arid the view of thase members abtiending noted by the Council. If the
majority view of "the flour” were to be made binding on the Council,
the consequence could be difficulty in eleobting = Counecil oiher than
from those sager supporters of a single issue. The alternative CIEHERT
to us is, by having the slections after all other business is
transacted, to take nominated individuals® wisws on the mabttes into
account whern voting for the Council shich will costinue to determice
the pol iy

The thorny guestion ds that of seeding, whether it be dirert
sgiection inko a team gr E&@diﬁgfiﬁvitﬂtiﬁﬁ inte selection trials.
The cuprent format, shich this Coungil will fol low, dates back foue

years to the Council Mesting of 9th June, 1985, and promulgated in a

Mewsletier onn B30th Septembers, 1985, where it was determined -

(i) - Mipi-Gages (prone) = top foly gualifiers in & selection trial
conprising the btop ten in the Order of Merit (at a given,
pre-notified point) and five by invitation. Selection is by
ticial ondwvs

The I-Fosition version was added later with eight gualifying
and Four dnvited to shoot in the trial. in thisg discinline,
omly the top bwo briallisks are seleclted avlomatically with the
third and fourth places being dependent upon attairnment of a
minimum standacd score either in the trials or anotheér
recognd sed shook.

tii) Home Countriss - the leading 10 scores in the Championship
fggregate In £ and & classes and the leading 9 women in the

| Championship Aggrsgate in any class.

tiii) Dther outdoor sub-interpational matches (Army, Devon, Ulster
bGames, atc) ~ sgiected by the Selection Commitiee blending
sxperienced shooters in form with the development potential of
promising shooters, for whom tha sub-international experisnce
would be valuable.

{iv) The Cosmonwealth Bames are an entirely different matter.
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Meither Council nor the Association bhas the powsr to seiechy
marely the power to nominate to the Scottish Target Shooting
Council. The S.T.8.C. in turn nominates a list in agreed order
o the Commonwealth Games Cowuncil Ffor Scpbtland wherse selection
is made. The C.E.L.85. adheres stricily to the oriterion of
"medal winning potentisl®, Proof of this potential o win
medals must also be demonstrated. The C£.06.C.85. will be guided by
but not bound by nominated lists.

Raectognising these factors, this Council proposes to %ol low
precadent and nominate Lthe best small-bore medal prospechts,
determined principally but neot exclusively by performance in the
Selection Trials.

14 The one indoor match is that against NMew Zesland, Borth Island.
Eight quality automatically from tha Spesdway (A & B) Final
while seven are selected on performance in previbus matches, the
Medal , Bpeedway, Matohplay Lsague, Daily Record., News of the
World and cther receognised indoor competitions and open
meeblings.

Under (i}, it was agreed at our last Council Meeting that, in light of
the new NSRA classification system which restricts the highest class a
shooter may choose to shoot in to B class and requires that promotion
to A class must be earned, that the Scotland teams in Home Countries
would be the ieading 10 in the Championship Aggregate in X, A4 and B
classes.

Eldgihility for amenbership is defined in the Constitubion -
Seottish birth or parentage or individuals resident $or at least 9
years in Bootland.

Buslification to shool far Sctotland, or in Scottish Championships
run under the aegis of the Assoriation, is restricted to those members
by bBirth, parentage or 5 years residence who have not represented
internationally, or comgeted in the Championship of, another country
in the previous I years. Matches are deemed internationals where thay
ars against other national teams or zslections.

Eligibiiity for selection for Comsonwesalih Bames is & mers siw
months continuous residence immediately prior; sven if the competitor
has previously represented ancther counktry in the Bameps. This will
also apply to Mini-Bames.

Commonwealth Games., 1990

The Scottish Target Bhooting Coungil has been offersd fuelve
places in the 1920 team for Auckland, subject to cenvincing proot that
each has the potential to win a medal. That encoursging news should be
tempered by knowledge of the fisrce " political Y row which has
arupted among the other sports wheres, for example. swimming bas been
offered only five places. The athletes and hoxers are also Lo in aras.
A review of the initial allocation must be a possibillty.

Mamor Fowi s

The project is at the outline planning stage. We have addressed
a public meeting where all the local residents, almost to a man,
exprassed opposition ranging from strong to violent. They have a resd
concern pver the interference by noise, narticularly from the Big Bore
rifley and by the close prosimity of the road exit o the Manor Powie
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cottages. Safety is not a concern except in so far as the Gemy remain
wewillimg bo declare the 200 meptre Big Bore range completely safe from
ground ricochets. The mesbting was vonducted civilly and ended
amicablvi

Tha S8.T.8.0. Fagilities sub-tcommithes i eyvamining & new option
for the Blg Bore range and shouwld be able to overcome the road exit
problem by minor re-routing. e are due to go back to sest
reprasentatives of the residents sarly in March with owr amendoente,
The delay in obtasining clearamce o procesd will probably mean that
the 19972 RNordic Championships, oftered Lo Manor PFowils, will bhave to be
committed to Bislev.

: A mxciting project to esxpand and develop Denwood inta &
sub-national and super—club rifle and pistol facility has bsen
asgembled by the Denwoad Range fAssccistion. As reported in the Fress
and Jourmal, the Scottish Sports Council have pledged cash backing for
the £2860,000 project and the Bon—fccord Rifle Club are set up to sell
their Broomhill Road clubrocms to ralse fuerther finance. The project
hinges on Aberdesn DRDistrict Couneil providing sabehing financial
support.  We wish Sdam and his team avery {and garly) sucoess.

Federation

The word derives from "to federate — band together in leagus for
some common purpose:; organise on oa federal basis® where "faderal”
maans “of a system of government in which several States
(dssociations: form a unity but resain independent in internal
aftfairg” oF “comprising an assiciation of itargely dndependent wunits™.

Hany of vou may have read Bob Aitken™s personal sistement on
Faderation. I was handed a copy at a Fagilities Sub-committes m@atdng
prn Gth Decvenber and was given to wnderstand it wmas a draft of a
proposed lether, inviting prior compent from me as & asmber of the
relevant Worbking Farty. 1 had sariier weitten a8 1ong am definitive
proposal to Bob on 1Eth September, 1988 — without raeply. fs his letier
had already been sent, I take this opporbunity of oirculating sy
comments on it sent to Bob on ath Decesmbsr -

"Having read the letter on Federation which you proposes to
gerid o all shooters in Scobtland I oouwst register my
disapproval of it. You do not offer a cohnerent steatement of
what is involved and the implied threat in your refererce to
£1.5 million for facilities is particulearly dangercus £o our
interast.

Its whole tone suggests that you heave given up trying to
persuade the Council of whatever you want Federation to mean
and are appealing past them to the anorphous masses with
with some ill-defined concept. fs written, it offers
contusion rather bhan clafiiy. It reguires a cleasr vision of
whalt “dfederation’® could/should mean to the futures of
BSrattish shooting and a credible list of the real bene%itﬁ

to “the grdinary Club shooter” to whom vou are appealing.
I would suggest that any such guesstionmaire should first be

‘agreed within the Council and that it showld start by
identifying (and guantifying) the main problems besetting
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pur sport. It would then attempt to show Prow combination,
whether by federation or amalgamation or howsver ., would
tfacilitate their solution. Finally, it would define the
alternative models, probabily the twe at the extremes, viz.
(i) the single bodv, fully-absorbed versiodh with the
converaion of present governing bodies into techhniosl
comnitiess, and (11) the loose federation of avionomous
bodies, rouwghly akin to today®s arrangement, and show how
each would operate, whalt they would cost and bow much they
could achieve - for shooting and shoobera. It is omly then
valid o invite thesm to indicate a choice.

I brust you will give copgideration to my viaws and perhaps
canvass those of vouwr clossy collsagguess on Douncil before
Foi e et

I realise this may not greatly advance your understanding of the
isgue. It will perhaps show why progress within the Working FParty has
besn so badly hampered by lack of clesr, logicsal analysis and
BN eSS O .

It is generally accepted among the shooting bodies that we need
to federate in some form, if only to remain in a good standing with
the Scottish Sporte Council whence much of the prassure is coming. A
possible exception is the Clay Pigeon body who have reserved their
position until the final struchwre is clear.

We know from the 5.PUA. Newsietbter that the Pistol body "are
advocating Federation along the linegs of egual repressntation for
Ritle, Fistol and Shotgun®. ThHey states that they would expect
Full-bore, SBmall-bore and Air Rifle and Pistol to come ftogether as a
sirngle Kifle body beforse federating at national level. These
Resociations and Clay Pigeon have pointed to the respective numbers of
menbers/participants in reply.

Yows Coungil doss not share this cbsession with representation.

Wer balieve pre-ocoupation with preserving the se-called autonomy and
soveregignty of the precsent bodies is melbher healthy nor constroactisve.
How many martiages founder betause of the re-assertion in sxtreme of
"personal auvtonomy"? Our top priority is to secuwre agreement on the
ultimate shape of the future unity, i.8. a single unified body,
working to develop target shooting in Scotla amd, and then to work oub
the structural and orgamisational steps sand the timetable to uet
there. It needs more patience, logic and imagination than have so far
Biesn shown.

The $undu are in reasonable nick and the Scotitish Sports Counoil
have increased their grant aid to £1930 (£1500 in 1988). However, we
have framed an active development policy which will call for cortipusd
fundraising efforts within the Association. Your help in rurning or
cantributing to any of these ventures, e.g. the 200 ciub, the
sponsored shoot, etc, will be greatly appreciated as will any Bright
@ novel ddeas vou may wish to suggest to us.

ngelqwmént Eroar aunmes :
‘The date for the Army Match has been fised and is included in the
Calendar of events later in this Newsletter. Selection will be based
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IMPORTANT NOTES ONM THE PROGRAMME FOR 1989.
FLEASE READ CAREFULLY.

Competitions marked with an astervisk (¥) form the first basis for
obtaining & place in the Mini-Games Trials in August. The leading ten
competitors in the Grand Friz Order of Merit atter I Grand Frix
meetings and the leading eight competitocs in the 3-Fosition Grand
Frix Oeder of Merit will be invited to the Trials. Other triallists, &
in the prone trial and 4 in the F-Position trial, will be invited by
the Selection Commities.

The Selection Committes for this year comprises R Normand,
M Hamilton, OB Dedonckheeres, K Anderson and Ba Duncan.

He I.T. rules will be applied as in 1988 at all Grand Frix, at Bhe
Tefosition Championship Final, at all Z-Popsition Brand Prix and at the
Mimi~Bames Trials. The 1dtmmt . I.T. Rules changes as dgﬁct;bwﬁ in
the January 1989 U.I1.T. Jownal and in the Februoary 19892 Rifleman will
not be applied to 5.8.F.4. competitions until 19290 allowing shooters
one year of grace to modify equipment and clothing whers pecassary.
511 members with any gusries are most cordially invited to raise them,
preferably with the item in guestion, at the sguipment contral station
alt the above events oF with the Secratary.

The S3-Positions CHampionship Final, the Grand Prix Series, the
Z-Fosition Brand Prix Series and the Mini-Bames Trials will all be
fired on the new targets. The new targeis may be used in the
gqualifyving competitions at Grand Frix at the discretion of the
o gani ssr.

Drug control may be cacried out at any of the B.S.R.A. Brand Frix
Series meetings, Z-Fosition Grand Frix Series meetings, the Mini-bames
Trials or amy other of its events which the BHRA Cowngil deems
apprapriate.
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Drug Sbhuse anmnd the card

Every msmber should have received, with his sembership card, a
amall credit card sized aide memopire from the Scottish Bports Council.

This card is part of a scheme being promoted by the Scottish
%purta Council to help guide sportsmen in avoiding the use of banned
aubstances, Bnowingly or otherwise. This scheme was instigated
,ulluwxng the incidents at the Ulympic Bames whers both deliberate and
unintentional cases of drug abuse were given high suppsure in the
media and brought sport in'general inbo some disrspuate.

The onus is on the individual to beware what he takes. Besides
stating clearly the major classes of banned substances, the card also
gives a brigf guide to proprisgtary medicines which are nnL anned. o
a tard tHis size the lists cannot be detinitive bul do indicate
praparations which may ba used for the most common i Tments

I+ anyone has any gueries on any preparations they may be taking
or are considering taking, they should contact the Secretary who will
reder their guery to the National Drug Control Centre.
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Tra=icinmng Souasdo iTEsg—8Y

The Training Sguad bhas met 4 times this winter, at Meadowbank on
December 4th and on January 22nd. at Linwood on 12th February and
again at Meadowbank for a two day session on the 4th and Sth of
March

The first two sessions addressed basics with Cyril Dedonckheere
looking after the prone members of the Sguad and with Anne Hamilton
aret CLFF GE}}E" the H-F.

Having been unable to obtain a Februsry booking at Meadowbank,
the sqguad moved to Liswsod where the weather proved exceptionally mi ld
for the time of year but muddy (gratitude is obseguiovsly expressed to
those equipped with wellies who put out the wind flags), and sqguad
members traingd outdoors. The opportunily was also taken by the prone
aroup to tey air rifle on Linwood®s 10 metre range.

The March session., originally planned as a Sunday at Meadowbank
Fapidly underwent a transformation whes Alister Allan and Bill Murray
found, unfortunately at rather short notice., that Lhey were free of
other comnitments and able o come to Edinburgh. Meadowbank kindly
rearranged their maintenance schedule to allow us the use of the 50
mebtres range on the Saturday in addition to the Bunday.

There was concern about the numbers Alister, Bill and the regular
coaches could cope with, with only six firing points, but after some
planning and scheduling, it was decided that numbers could be
frcreagdged to include some additional juniors and team members, S0
invitations were mads by telephone. The Treésdurer has yet to see thg
Secretary’s phone bill. It was great to see a number of young
shooters and a coach from Caithness and Aberdesnshire making it to the
session, aven it one vehicle did cause ils occupants to tuwrn back foer
am alternative mode of transport. _

The final total was 25 shooters and the weshend was slightly
Hectic bub everyone was coached by Alister on the range and in the
wor kshop sessions and also by Bill on the range, in addition to
discussion/classe sessions wilth Alistes.

Thanks go most sincerely to BEdicburgh membeirs of the braining
asguad who provided overnight accommodation for everyone who couldn™t
make it home for the night and to Shirley and Willie and Bill for
hosting a pizza feast on Saturday evening.

Mere®s the best bhit. HBlister hopes to be asble to spend mors time
coaching., particwlarly juniors and 3P, and to mabke further visits to
our souad. Wetll do owr best to Beep vou posted.
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Borrow & DCDhanmnger Scheasme

The 5.8.K.A8. has a number of U.I.7T. Target Changers which are
available on loan to groups of members from Scotland teams or the
training sguad provided a numbesr of conditions are met.

= The changer must be inswed against loss or damage.
= The changer must be stored somewhere secure and weatherprood when
rigxl in use.

The changer coust be maintained in good condition and working

L ordsra
« The changer must be returned in good condition and working order
4 o Linwood when reguired for fessociation use.
w The borrgwer () will provide all necessary btransport.
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Scobtl amad e Rloer Tt E=1 =i o,
Rlewve FTeamsdl and g 1255 .-

gcotland : PoNoreh Island 10 gy e e
EA Duncan g% 99 100 9% 387 ! B Lacey ot B
T Eidner g e e HO el e e U el e
CIH Thomson B9 99 100 99 397 ! R Caie =97 ! SRR
WT Vaughan 99 9 % 99 XGL | Miss ¥ Critchley 397 | -1 | -4
Figs L. Bucharnan 89 B9 99 W 20K B DEinen BT AR = e
WF Hamilton 9R 9% 9p oo 395 ! B Tavlor mnes | 5
H Simpson, Jnr g BE ton 99 E9H ! R TFravers o9n 4 IESS i)
CWE Ogle 98 9% 16 9¥ 384 1 J Coclkerill it . S T
AaF Mackenzie 84 8% 89 99 moE 1 O Dromeell e ! S -5
M Simpson, Snor 98 S8 9% 97 H82 U D Preston ERE L 1 1 -
Al Faul g7 95 100 8% 391 | © Russell ke i SR b
W Bhoreman (7o SRS R A 8 I R S e S Y R LS R
3 Herne g8 &% 93 98 I99 ! R Dean Syt BB ]
. Ronal dson 95 o 97 oh EEs L L Stewart g1 sy MESS e
J HMichael & 94 95 Bl Z74 71 0 BrinkBworith 2o 1o 14 1 =Z2

S | s | t

SHaRs ! Sy ok wmhR

1 1 i

paM Molntosh P9 99 100 98 394 ! J Stuart 394 ! !

D Hume 98 100 §7 99 394 ! ; :

frt short, we msre well and truly cuffed. fAs in the 1987 matoh,
Hrotland were left bebind at the starting blocks. although sound
perfoarmances came from pew team members BA Duncan and CIH Thomson and
also ironically from first time reserves DAM Mointosh and D Hume.

The match analysis above shows teams in scorse ovder with differences
between individual tean smembers in colusn B, and the same accumulated
in column 8D. The negative numbers all the way down ol 8D mean we
wEre never ahsad.

We are [ow Bwe dowr it the serieqs. Roll on the 987 match and bethey
things fto come; we hope.
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1287 Speascedwaw Finmn=sl

The 1989 Speedway Final was shobt at Perth © & © on Bunday 12th
Maroh and produced high scores, sxciting group mabtoches and a
breathtaking finish,

Clidt+ Ogle went into the last group two points ahead of Hugh
Bimpson to falter wikth a 97 on his second target to allow Hugh o deaw
Teval oan Z7 points afber all groowp matches were complete.

O the ficst targets trying o break the tie. both Hugh and CLid¥
produced possibles which left the gauge well and ftrualy in its rest. In
the secornd tie brealk, Hugh allowed one shot to wander while Cliff
produced his tenth possible of the day.

Bonhie possibles came from UHift, Hugh, levin and Ropin. Last

vear®s winner, Tim Eidner had the sisfortune o lose thres of his
group matches against the 20078, but still produced scorss which offer
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# glimmer of hope for this year’s New Iealand (North Island) Match.

19859 Sowedway G Seores fyve Tieg Fointes Tt
i CWE Ogle 2 S L S IS S R R O IS e B & 0 = 5 T 5 R U R S O S
Z H &Simpsbon, Jor O D T R S R B o e AR R 1 R S P
ot Ia Rere (U R B IR o T e RN A IR B S R A A R
i T Hidrner T RSN R R R R s R S S ) LA d s 4 R B
e B Lo QR S = N s R S (R S b 4 s &4 23R
& 80 MNicoll SR e L SR o I i T R T VR AR s 6 1R
Ve W Moonis SO O G R e L T g B e R T
o D Hume ; SO T - S T S S S R TR 2~ LA R )
= DAaM Mo Intosh L 9E A S S R IR SRR B S B L A O T N
10 CE Dedonckhesres e ST Y, S Sl e e | I T L o S R R I
bi BE Fraser : S SR S R R B S e S S I W e
12 WY Yaughan e N R RS i v SRR R S (s e eI s G A e
1% Hiss FE Thomson SRR SRR S SRR S M e T R e S R
14 J Michael SRS R R R R S S e R e A 1 R Bl v I
15 AS BEruce B 4248 EE T A5 e ol ge L oo B
d Lawvety o TS e S el o e e e S LS O B R S

LSTE EXTRS

The result of the Meadal finals is as follows
Madal A Class M S8impson,; Jor Pk 0.8, EO0
WE Hamilton Watsonians 2o9
CWE Ogle EL Alumni 299

Medal B GClass Migss F Thomeon el birk T
Medal © Elass Mers M Melwvin Eortd ethen 294

Medal D Class JC Craig Fortlethen 28%
Medal Jundior W Camphbell Halbirk e
Medal Veteran H Siaopson, Snr Wik 0.8, G

There is a tie in the Lanbicap $inal betwean Mres M Melvin, Fortlethen,
and Al Campbell, Bon Gfocord. Full details will be ocut shortly in the
final resulis.

=i 3 uab Report

Bince May 1988, the fAssociation hag been running a 200 club, which is
# form of prize draw for its members,

Even though the level of mambership in the 200 club to date hags Deer
disappointing, approximately 50, the average monthly prise has been
abowt £30,

We have been asked to consider having more than one prize and think
this is & good idea once the membership has increased sufficiently, to
approsimately 100,

To our current members, we should like to apologise $or the infregquent

feedback you have had. This will bs rectified.

S5RA, Mewsietter, Harch, 1989.








