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Asspciation and as stated through the Scottish Shooting Council
Chairman Bobk Altken.

Smction 2 amends the provisions for grant and renswal of shotgun
certificates. Again shotgun owners should take note.

Section 4 relates to transfer of shotguns and Section § deals with
restrictions on the sales of amaunition for smooth-bore guns.

Section & relates to shortening of smooth bore gun barrels and
Section 7 ensuréeés that prohibited weapons or those regquiring a
firesrms or shotgun certificate remain classified as such
notwithstanding any conversion.

Section B8 provides that 2 photographs will be reguired when applying
for firearms or shotgun certificates and that the form of
certificate will include it besring a photograph of the holder.

Sections 9 and 10 apply to firsarms dealers, auctioneers, carriers and
WakF @eholssmen .

Bection 11 deals with exemptions.
Subsection 1 providesz that "A meamber of a rifle club, miniature
rifle club or pistol club approved by the Sacretary of State may
without holding a firearm certificate have in his ppesession a
firearm and ammunition when engaged a& a member of the club iny or
in connection with, target practice.®

In subsection 3 and 4, approval under this section is ko continueg
for & years and be reneswed alt & yearly intervals. Each renewal is
to cost £8%. THIS I8 AN EXTRA CHARGE.

Subsection (57 allmws an authuriamd constable to enter and inspect
the premises and lan ing on 1 For tha purpose of powers
ascertaining camplianﬁe with thzs gsection. This appears to be too
wide a pawer. He should inspect things relevant to the approval to
e issusd and subsection (&) creates an offence to cbstruct a
constable in exercise of his powers.

Subsection (8) adds pistol clubs to the exemption from a fee for
firearms certificeates to responsible officers of rifle clubs,
miniature rifle clubs and cadet corps ar for the variation or
renewal of such certificates,

This section, i.e. Section 11, provides approval of a club esvery &
vaats for a Fee but the esxisting fireasrm certificate fee sxemption
under Section 32(2) of the 1968 Act continuwes. Existing clubs?
approvals will expire (without prejudice to renewal) I years after
Section 11 comes into force. £33 every & years (£5.350 per annum)
may not be much now but if the costs rise, it may become a hurden
orn clubsg. Would it not be preferable if this duty were performed by
the governing bodies of the Sport concearned through their BDfficers?

The important matter for us is the continued exemption under 32(2)
aof the 19468 Act of rifle clubs, miniature rifle clubs and pistol
clubs from the fes for a firearm certificate.

The néw teee is the approval foe above. MOST IMPORTANTLY THERE IS
NO PROCEDURE FOR APPEAL UNDER THIS SECTION IF APFROVAL 1S REFUSED.
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Section 12 makes a charge for wvisitors permits, Firearms £33,
shptguns £12. The application must include the weapon number,
atc.

What should we write o our M.P. about?

The Bill has already had its first and second readings and is now
in Committes Stage. It must also pass through the House of Lords. The
Government and the Opposition both favour the Bill so amendmant is
going to be difficult. Letters to M.P.s and members of bthe House of
Lorgds may have some sffect. Any comments must be succinct and npt more
thar one side of a page otherwise it may not he read.

Two major points come to mind.

1. The approval under section 11 of rifle, miniature rifie and
pistol clubs contains no provision for apQEal against any retusal
of appraoval. APPEAL FROCEDURES MUST BE INSERTED,

2. The visitors firearms permit procedure in Bection 12 is such that
it will be a cumbersome procedure in the case of visiting teams.
FProvision should be made that Teams from visiting countries
should count as "one visitor" and their details provided on ons
ferm and sponsored by the Organisation holding the event. IFf the
fee is to be £33 for one firearm permit it should be the game for
a National team. In the case of the Channel Islands and the Isle
of Man, U.K. fees should be the same as theirs. If at all
possible, thers should be no fee or passibly a nominal ons.

RDther points are @

a) that the Bovernment is determined that Shooters should psy for
the costs of legislation in Fees, etc. This means costs will
psralate. We all know that Police Forces are not geared to the
additional bureaucracy involved. I would suggest Firearms
Certificates be extended to 10 vears and in the svent of a
variation, full renewal will be sarned for the period covering
the ensuing 10 years.

by In subsection 5 of section 11, the words “and anything in them"
should be deleted. The power is too wide.

On_a _general point, the amount of extra Policing demanded by the
ol A dmer not appear to reduce crime with firearms and is an unfair
burden for legitimate shooters to bear, In fact apart from bannxng
certain weapons and adding photogrsphs to certificates none of the
provisions appear to affect the firearms criminal ack.

You can of course object to the approval system completely but
since both parties favour the Bill there's little point in flat
ohjection, Attempts to modify proposals are more likely to succeed.
Equally, outright objections may be macde which result in modification.

Since the above was written, &) compensation is Lo be paid for
weapons which become illegal and b)Y a self-loading shotgun Firing no
more than 2 shots will remain wunder a shotgun certificate approval.

The Home Office Minister responsible is Mr Douglas Hogg and an M.P.
favourable to the shooting lobby is Sir Hector Munro (Dumfries), The
Bill has still ta go to the Lords. The Bovernment hopes to get it
Paﬁﬁed by June 19288,

Stuart Build, Chajirman.
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fditor’s note

e last Newsletter was indeed the first in this editorship to receive
comment from membéers. The two subjscts commented upon were the annual
subscription and the forthcoming firearms legislation proposals, =ach
invaking much the same numbers of letters or telephone messages.
However, taking "enhanced subscriptions", i.e. those supplemented to
approsimately €5 by donations, inte the reckoning, this was, in fact,
a far greater source of concern.

W
"

Representative Match FProgr amme
armnd Team Selection For 1988 .

At the last Council Meeting on February 14th, Council decided that
Scotland would be represented in the following Matches and
Championships and that selection for the matches would be as follows :

New Zealand (North Island) Postal Match, 27th March.

The Team will comprise the lsading B competitors in the
Bpeedway A & B Final plus 7 athers invited by the Selection
Committes which will meet immediately after Spesdway final. Team
members receive a New Zealand Association cloth badge.

Devan May Day Invitation Match (Frone onlv)., 29th April-—-ist Mav.
This will be a self-financing trip. Flaces in the
rapresentative team are offsred in order of merit in the 19387 GBrand
Prix Series, (pub. in November Newsletter). Members interested in
making this trip and taking part in the match should contact the
Secretary @.s.a.p. The Association will meet team entry fees only.

C.8.F. (E.D.) Championghips (Mini-Bames, praong and 3-F)1.15-18 May.

Teams will selected by trials, The trialists for prone will be
the leading 10 from 1987 Grand Priz plus 5 invited by Selection
Committes. Trialists for 3-p (12) will be the leading 8 finalists
in the 3-FP championship plus 4 invitees and leading 2 in the final
trial will attend the Championships. A further 2 teams places may
be offered te trialists who exceeded a standard of performance of
1170 ex 1200. IF 3rd and 4th in the trial do not excesd the
standard, thesze places may be offered to shooters who have sxceeded
the standard in this year but weare unable to attend the trial.

Note that we have not vet received any official intimation from
Guernsaey that the Z=F is off. EKesp training!

Dale Farm Ulster Bames (Frone and 3-—-F), 11-12 Juns.

Small-bore is a new event in these Games. The Association will
meet travelling costs and entry fees but team members must pay
their own asccommodation and meals. Team places (4 prone and 5 Z—p)
will bhe offered to Mini-Games teams members and trialists in order
of placings in the Mini-Games trials.

Army Match (Linwpod), 3-4 Sept. @ Arrangements to be announced.

Home Countries Internationals at the Scottish Mesting and Bislay
will be selected from the leading scores in "X? and A7 class for the
Scotland Teams and in all classes +tor the Scotland Womens® Teams.

Tha Belection Committee for 19287-88 is Stuart Build, Cyril
dedonckheers, Bob NMormand and Anne Hamilton.
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8 S.eSaR. A~ Calendar of Ewents

i Date Discip. Flace Event Redf .

| APRIL
Gat & e Stirling 8ERA Council Meeting 1

(s Sun 10 >P Linwood S5RA 3-F Champ. Final 1

t W/E LE&-17 AEr Inverclyde SARPA Air Weapons Champ =
W/E 23-24 RiflevZ=P Linwood S8RA Mini-GBames Trials 1, #*
Fr—-5u 29-2 Rifle+3-F Budleigh,Devan fpern + Invit™n Match 11,
MAaY
Fr—-8u &-8 A@Qir/P Partlethen Open Air Fistal 10
Bat 7 Rifle Linwood SE8RA Training Squad 143
Sun 8 Rifle Aberdesn S8SRA GRAND PRIX-1 4
Fr=81a- 13=15 @kl Guernssy C.B8.F. (EuD.) Minl—-Bames IR
WAE 14-15 Ritle Linwood lLanarkshire Open 2

. Sat 21 e Linwoad SSRA 3P-GRAND FRIX-1 1

1 SLn e Rifle Danwood/Banchory ADSRA Open Mini-G.F.1 4

| N/ E 28-29 Rifle Ferth Perthshire Eley Opsn &8

! JUNE

i W/ E -5 FRifle Aberdesn ADRSA Open Rifle Meeting 4

i SUN A S SElriing E8RA Council Meeting 1

ﬁ FreGa 10=12 a11 N, Traland Rale Farm Ulster Bames 1, #

" Sat 11 Rifle Linwood West of Scotlad Open 2

b Sat ie 5 Linwood SSRA 3P—BRAND PRIX-Z 1

| Sun 19 Rifle Linwood SERA GRAND PRIX-2 Z
aun 26 Rifle auder Border Leagus Open Day &

i JULY

. Week 2-8 Rifle Wick NSRA Scottish Meeting -
Sun 3 E.B.M. Wick EXTRADRDINARY GENERAL MTG 1

¢ Sat 156 F= Linwood SSRA 3P-GRAND PRIX-3 1

% Sun sy ST Stipling 88RA Council Meeting 1

I W/E 23-24 Rifle Caithness SSRA BRAND PRIX-3 74

ﬂ; Sat =0 Fifle Wol verhamplton MNERA Dewar Trials &

i

H[ AUGUST |

- W/E &7 Rifle Perth SSRA GRAND PRIX-2 B

» Week 12-20 Rifle Bisley NSRA Eritish Meeting 2

i Sun 28 Rifle Denwood/Irvine SSRA GRAND PRIX-S 4

$ SEPTEMBER

i W/E 3-4 Rifle+3-P Linwoopd S6RE& v Brmy Match 1

f Sun 11 Rifle Gagie SERA BRAND PRIX-4 4

i OCTOBER

F d—day 7-10 Air Cardiff NSRA Adlr Championships 5

1 Sun 30 ———— Perth SERA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

i

h ¥ Flease refer to Match Programme 1988 in this Newsletter.
MORE AND YET MORE ¢ New this summer, the S5.8.R.A. 50 metres Match-play

League

+ar teans

(entry forms with this newsletter to club reps.) will be ruan

of 4 and Perthshire
Summer Indoor League dgain.
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The 1988 Speedway Championship
for the Bill Dick Memorial Cup
Perth 20th March, 1988.

Match points Bunscores
i = FT 4 5 Pwbks b -2 3% 40 BAWs 7 O@ESaE 1D Atg :
T Kidner 4 &6 4 & & 2§11 21 0 1 2 0 oND 1 a -
RR Simpson & 3 6 & B ZBWE G4 TS A0 1 VIR 9 ’
06 Dedonckheare S5 6 5 4 94 24 Y41 2 1 0 1 4 0 2Z ¥ 3 12
WF Hamilton 5o &S B ZAOLR AR EEe ) QF SR O § SRl
Miss L Buchanan 4 © 8§ & 6 21 12 ¢ & 3 2 o 4 @ 3 Q L
AF Mackenzie & =2 g P e 208y O LESER 2T et =
H Simpsan,Snr o SO A G 8 TR T s B e 14
BA Duncan & W% O 2 Ve o e a9 8 MR =i
A Faul 4 4 o 1 4 ¥V O 4 1 2 3' o % B 21
H Simpsom, Jnr PO R 5 0N EEmil 2 SRR 2 2 2 20
W Shareman 2 0 2 4 @ 12 AR Y 3 SEEeEe S 2 2 84
AR Reid B TR S S A RS A R T S S R U
A% Bruce G 4 B 9 \@UR SE oA B NS T e i
REF Illsley R o [N o T e G e (U B R e S 30
0 Lovie 2 R I 5 R T ALK Z S iSRRG EE S T I ]
d Mekinney 6 2 o O O e URE -l - S M A T R s A &0
The 1988 C % D Speedway Championship
for the Boston Bowl
Perth, 27th March, 1988.
Match points Gunscores *
- 1 2. 3 A SPots 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Agy '
W. Liddell & H-& e 22t 3 2 A4 1.2 7 8§ 2 23 -
tie shoot & off
R Reid (- i SR TR SR R T E e S e e s TR T e SR T R i 24
Eig shoot 10 off
DJ8 Lawson 4. & 2 6, 6 24 ' & 2 8 4 5 2 2 @ zE 2 LS
J Stewart 2 4 &6 4 4 20! 4613 ©» 8 4 1 4 5 7 2 ate] -
W McAul ay 3 & &/ H ©H @LE&sE 3R 4 2 2T L& 25 T AG
N McMillan & A & @@ 4 1B YE O 2 % & B & 7V 4 1 28
TR Ward ¢ 2§ 85 & (7 V7 7 4 B % 2 4 FT & 43
A Bray - IRER o SR R SR R (1O W S < ) S I R i S R i S 4.8
A Finleay 2D 5 9 4 4 {57 5 5 4 & & F B & F 44
JE McCutcheon o PR oo 4T ES 4 X8 F o8 I 4 A 4 40
Jd Mennis _ B9 22 I LR g 5 48 &8 F &G 7O 0
R Brian O 2. O 4 2F Ve B B N 3 4 4 %0 7 g 55
R Bryce-Gtaftford 4 © 4 © 2 10 v 7 2 4 8# & 72 7 12 B 2 &
D Walkesr b N TR e SR R ¥ I R R SRR - 1 IR T el e 1 &8
RE Frasevr g 0 O 2 2 4 ''5 b & 5 213 7 B 85 @ &2

The C % D Speedway was shot for the first time at Perth on a Sunday
when svervone would rather have besan but of doors.

This competition was introduced to encourage C & D shooters to aspire
to highsr competiion by offering an opportunity to fire the same '
gruel ling course as the Speedway for the same prizes and hence under
similar match pressufre,

- Many thanks to Lynda Marlow and Stephen Dunlop for taking charge of
~this svent which produced % possibles.
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A Secretary’s Troubles....

Dear Member,
Pull up a chair, get yourself a drink, make yourselt comfortable,
this may take some time. Above all, FLEASE DON'T TURN THE PAGE.

There's no getting away from it. Folitics and sport don't mix but
they can’t be separated either as long as sport depends on politicians
for recoghrition as Governing Bodies and for Grant Ald,

What am I leading up to? Got it in ane! MUNEY! This Association has
a severe financial problem. We are not generating enough income to
support the activities we undertake.

Thie is a convoluted subject for discussion, a cat’s cradle of
inter-connected issues. Let’s start with BEING A BOVERNING BODY.

No association can set up shop and say "We are s Boverning Bedy!"
and get away with it. To be a governing body, an association must
assume and discharge responsibility for the management of its sport.

_This esncompasses a wide range of activities,

- gnrolling as members the majority of participants of that sport,

- representing the members® views and interests and holding regular
(annual) general meetings to consult the membership an major
LEsUSS,

— administering the sport, maintaining membership records, etec,

- running the affairs of the association in accord with the
association®s constitution,

~ developing the sport at every level from beginner to
international including recruitment, education, facilities,
Ffund raising,

- rumnning members’® campetitions and national championships,

- regulating the sport by maintaining and administering the rules
of the sport, includlng cirug coantrol,

- selecting, managing and financing representative teams,

~ hosting and financing representative matches.

The Association must also convince the Scottish Bports Council and
— Srottish Sports Association that it is achieving this. Buite an
undertaking! You don’t believe me? Then jeoin the Council for a year or
two and ses for yourself.

While we’re on the subject, it is worth mentioning that the British
S8ports Council places the same sxpectations and requirements on the
National Bmall-bore Rifle Association as a British Boverning Body.

The greatest problem for the §.85.R.A. is recruiting the majority of
target amall-bore rifle shooters. We solve this by enrolling all
memhers of Scottish Clubs as ¢lub members but the situation is really
far from satisfactory and the "system" dossn®t help.

All small-hore shooters who own their target rifle are obliged to
join a club in prder to obtain a firearms certificate. Joining & club
can cost anything between £10 - £30 per annumy, and often with further
chargss per visit to the club on top. Then the club affiliates to the
National Small-bore Rifle Association, which affiliation obliges all

_ members of the club to be members of the N.S8.R.A., either individual
~at £14.75 per annum or club at £3.25 per annum. The bonus so far is
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that N.5.R.A. membership brings with it inswrance. However, clubs
which do not affiliate to the N.S.R.A. must ensure that their members

_are properly insured against accident and liability.

\

8o after this extravagence (but compare with your local golf club,
squash club etec), we ask the shooter to support the S.8.R.A. and take
out yet another subscription of £2.00, not a large sum, less than the
price of S50 rounds of Tenex, but still too much for some,

Further, this Association has no lever. One cannot participats
without joining a elub and probably alsa joining the N.S.R.A. but
membership of the 8.8.R.A. is entirely elective.

Club membership has often been considered by the S.8.R.A. Council,
but we need to look very carefully at what we can offer. Our agresment
with the N.S.R.A. precludes us from running club competitions and
since the N.S.R.A. already provide insurance, it is very diffioult to
attract members on a club basis thus club membership is offered at a
mnaminal fee.

The bottom line is that 382 target rifle shooters (i.e. YOU, friend
and reader) have elected to join the 8.85.R.A. this year. However,
there are substantially more who do not — estimates of total numbers
of target small-bore rifle shootérs in Scotland run as high as 2000 -
and, while enjoying the benefits of the 8.8.R.A., make no contribution
to supporting the activities of the 8.8.R.A.

I you have any ildeas on attracting more members, please pass them
on to your nearest Council member or to the Chairman of me.

What benefits do non—S.8.R.A., sorry — let’s say «lub, members
receive by virtue of the existence of the 8.85.R.A.7 The short answer
is that the S5.8.R.A. ful¥ils the Boverning Body functions in a
Septtish contest that the N.S.R.A. cannot. The Sgeottish Sports Council
requires that the Bcottish Governing Body is exclusively Scottish and
the N.8.E.H. cannot meet this gualification without a major
reorganisation, especially financially.

Let s look again at the list of Boverning Body responsibilities. In
he last several years, this has included Commonwealth Bames and
Hfini—-Bames team trials and selection, team funding, the Brand Frix
Series for the S0 matres Scottish Championship, the Z-position
Championship, the Freuchie Knockout Championship and the Spaedway
round-robin Championship, Training sguad, Coaching, represanting
amal 1-bore at the Scottish Shooting Council, the Bocottish Sports
Association and the Scottish Sports Council, setting standards for
competition and administering them, including drug control.

Through membership of the Scottish Shooting Council, where
membership is only extended to governing bodies of shooting
disciplines whe sach nominate three delegates, the list goes on o
include the appointment and management of the Shooting Develapment
Dfficer and development of facilities at every level. Manor Fowis IS
getting closer. Any one who worked with Bill Murray will vouch far his
success in moving Scottish Shooting forward. The N.§.R.A. contributed
cash to the $.D.0. appointment but the largest contributiaon was from
the Scottish Sports Council and was obtained through the sfforts of
tha Scottish Shooting Council delegates. And what about thie Firearms
Legislation? The Act has moved so fast, we have been unable to update

“gr consult members as much as we'd like but a great deal of work was
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done including travel to London to liaise with the Home Office.

Having established that we merit Goverping Body status, we thus
becone eligible for GRANT AIDR. Brant Aid is a vital part of the many
support services which the SBcottish Sports Council extends to
Govetning Bodies. Each year the Association submits s development plan
for several years ahead and a budget for the npext year with
projections for several years. This submission is considersd by
Officers of the Scottish Sparts Council and a meeting is held with
Dfficers of the Association. Tha final offer sztended to the
Association is always dependent on the success of the Association ip
achieving its plan for the previous year (s) and the desirability and
viability af the projected plan and budget.

Grant aid does not come free. It has to be earned by accomplishing
at least the major elements of the development plan. In 1987/88, the
Scottish Sports Council awarded us a 04 increase because we had failed
in meeting our goal for subscription income, a direct conseguence of
the A.6.M.7s decision to turn down your Council?s recommendation of an
increased subscription of £5 without an offsetting increase in the
numbaer of membears. '

An alternative motion to return to the original S50p subscription
was also tabled at the A.B.M. with the prospect of enrolling many more
members, but consider what smervice to individual members could be
provided for 50p per member. It wouldn®t even pay the postage for the
nansletters and A.G.M. notices, withoot even thinking about the
Association™s administrative casts. The subscripbtion must at the wvery
least cover the real costs of running the Association and allow it to
fulfil its Constitutional commitment.

Do we need Grant Aid? It would be nice not to BUT WE DO.

Look at the A.6.M4. minutes., At the end of them, and there should be
a met with every copy of this Mewsletter, is a copy of the Accounts
prresented for the last financial year. These show a gross twnover of
£5. 5K and grant aid of £1.5H. Income from comnpetitions was £1.4E while
subscription income was £45C and fund raising, wait for it, was £70.
(Check if you like this is not a typing ervar, seventy pounds.) Fund
raising is supposed to bs a means of providing a service in the farmp
of an entertainment, fun competition, lottery, whatever, in exchange
for income from sources which would not otherwise be availahle to the
Association. Ferhaps we shouldn™t fund raise at all and should pay our
own way, be self-sufficient! Again yowr thoughts and ideas, pleage. We
don"t want to ga bankrupt.

Still with me? Please persevere — this is important, honest!

I hope we’ve epstablished what the Boverning Body status mesns and
the value of that and the Brant Aid.

A new development in the last two years is the statement made by
the Bcottish Sports Council that no further individual applications
for Grant Aid will be accepted from individual Shooting Asscciations
and that they must be made jointly through a single body.

The Scottish Shooting Council originally came into existence to
select and run Scotland S8hooting Teams at Commonwealth Games but has
now expandsd bevond this original role to include the appointment and
— management of tha Shooting Development DFficer and also a very strong
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liaison role on Facilities Development with the Scottish Sports
Council. The latest addition to theilr growing list of dutiess now
ipcludes assisting their members Associatiens, i.e. S.5.R.A., Scottish
Rifle Association, Scottish Clay Pigeon Association, Scottish Pistol
Association and Scottish &ir Rifle and Pistol Association, to find a
aensible way forward in light of the Scottish Sports Couwncil®™s
statement on future Grant Aidy viz the Federation Working FParty.

fAigain note that the British Sports Council issued a similar but
apparently stronger statement to the British Governing Bodies. The
Seattish Sports Council reguires a single grant aid application from
the shookting bodies either as a single body oF jointly wnder a
federation or union of the existing associations. The British Sports
Council reguires one application from one body, i.e. compulsory
faderation., Thanks to some very hard work by delegates from all ths
disciplines, the Scottish Shooting Council is well ahead of its
British counterpart in tackling thise subject.

Now the 8.8.R.A. must take its place among the other shooting
badies in the Scottish Shooking Council and persuade them of its worth
in the single application and its subseguent dividing af the Brant Aid

“pie among the member bodies. The Federation Working FParty is debating
and weighing the possible models on which a Scottish Federation might
take shape, but, whatever model is adopted, the merits of each
discipline thh:n the Federation will again be measured. But how? Care
tp have a guess? Representative strength? Number of members?
Subscription income? Annual gross turnover? Ay combination of thesg
thimgs, but the First two, the familiar tools of the Scolbtish Sports
Council, are most likely to prevail.

Then where dogs the 5.85.R.A. stand? The figures in the following
table are approzimate but do not as I far as I am aware misrepresent
the other Associations.

Ind. Bub . CIub

Members Members
Scottish Air Rifle and Pistel Ass. 30 £ 4, Bo R
Scottish Clay Pigeon Assoc. 1400 £ 8.00 rreem
Socottish Pistol Assoc. 7O £11.50 e
Spottish Rifle Assoc. J 100 £12.00 ———
Scottish Small-~bore Rifle Assoc. =82 £ 2.00 2000

We have no information on how many shooters of other disciplines
arre not mambers of their respective Associations but do know that
there arg many more small-bore rifle shooters than 382.

Each Association alsc offers its members different services so a
direct comparison is very difficult to make. However, the 5.8.R.a8,
pravides its members with a service comparable to that of any other
sports Association. Why do its members place so little value on 1%7
Thia places the §.8.R.A, at a severe disadvantage, especially when the
Federation Working Party makes its necessary statistical comparisons.
We now need the support and membership of all shooters more than aver.

Within the foreseeable future, the 5.8.R.A. must decide whether
it will stand with the other Shooting bodies under a union or
federation or take its own cowss,

( One of the federation models under consideration is a minimal
~level where each body continues in its present form but comes together

a5 R- R’ H“sl?ttt’“ ﬂ&l’”[h ) I?Bﬂ-



under the Scottish Shooting Council for Brant Aid purposes, sach
Association submitting ite own application in full to be collated with

. the others for a joint submission and subsequent re-division either as
stipul ated by the Scottish Sports Council, as they have indicated may
be done, or in proportion to the individual submissions under sach
financial section. No secrets here, and even a chance for highly
constructive collaboration.

To achieve this, it has been recognised that this will be a great
deal easier if the ends of financial year for the Associations were
better aligned and the S5.5.R.A., at end of July, was cl=arly the odd
fpssociation out, all others falling between September and December,
including the Scottish Shooting Council itself at the end of December.

The S.5.R.A. is calling an E.B.M. at Wick during the Scottish
Meeting on the 3rd July to ask the Membership to approve this change.
This will not commit us to Federation but will keep a clear option
open and show at least a willingness to explore the possibilities.

As with the alternative forms of Federation: the conseguences of
spting out of Federation seem rather grim. The one clear outtcome would
1e no further GBrant Aid and Governing Body status may also be
forfeited., This would remove all authority from this Association to
select representative tesms, which was its original and founding
purpase and is still a major part of ouw activities., With ne voice for
target small-bore rifle, this would also put in ssvere jeopardy future
aid from the Scottish Sports Council towards facilities development
for target small-bore rifle. (Remembar Manor Powis? Don’t blow it
now! )

This Association is working for all target Scottish small-bore
rifle shooters (see Constitution - coples available from Secy!. Most
importantly, while our tufrnover is increasing, our annual deficit is
also increasing, eating into ouwr reserves.

It is only fair that the cost should be carried equally by all
who benefit. The only real difficulty is that the benefits are not

{
’ always immediately obvious or tangible.

Flease give this most serious matter some thought. Discuss it
—with anvone you know who is interested in target small-bore rifle
shooting and is not amn active member. Fersuade them to join us.

Most important of all, please come to the E.G.M. at Wick if you
possibly can and to the the A.B.M. at Perth, last Bunday in October.

Your vote is your most important contribution.
Thanks for listening........ I'm off for a stiff drink,

See you around,

Anne.y
P.B8. Did you know that the free-rifle (3-P) event is the longest

single competitive session in the Dlympic programme, demanding
the highest levels of stamina and concentration? Do yvou realise
that if you got to the end of this article, you must have great

potential?
Anne.

o W—
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Scotlangd v MNorth Island. Mew Zealand
2TER March, 1998,
Balerno & Currie Midlothian

Estimated scores
B.A. Duncan Durris 3 0 1 1 o
T. Kidner o A 2 0 1 1 4
W. T« Vaughan Selkirk 1 1 1 1 4
B. I.H. Thomson Watsonians Z 0 1 1 4
Miss L. Buchanan Stirling R« T. 2 i 1 1 5
W.F. Hamilton Watsonians 2] Z 1 2 5
H. 8impson, Jdnr Wick 0.8, 1 O 2 2 5
C.W.C. fgle E.U. Alumni 57 (5] 1 2 &
He Simpson, S Wick 0,84 3 ! 2 2 £
W. Shoreman Fortl ethen & i 25 & @
Au Paul Wick 0.8. = &) o 2 9
A.F. Mackenzig Stirling R.T1. 2 1 1 5 ?
A« Horne Livingston 2 2 &) 1 10
++ Ronal dson Wi BeSs 4 3 = 5 14
I Michael . Selkirk 2 g & 3 2
Team Total (Est.) 120
Shooting Reserves
D. Mumes Heriotls F.P. 1 < i it x
D.A.M. McIntosh E.U.R.C 2 a 1 1 4

The SBelection Committee seletted the above team to fire the annual
postal match with North Island New Zealand, taking the leading 8
competitors in the Speedway final plus, in thisz case, 9 others as
Richard Simpson and Cyril DeJonckheere had other commitments. The
Final team selection included & new members, including Brian Duncan
who was estimated best individual score.

It was decided to hold this match at Balerna and Currie instead of
Ferth to make way in the calendar for the C & D Spesdway.

The Balerno % Cw-rie range, in Currie, Midlothian, just outside the
Edinburgh City boundary, has twe indoor ranges sach with 4 ap and 4
down firing points, i.e. 16 in total, which should allow a team of 15
plus two shooting reserves plenty of opportunity to tind a firing
point without too many delays, and also allowed team members with a
long journey ahead to make an earlier start homeward. Balerno & Currie
alsn has a very well appointed clubroom and offers {nan—alcoholic)
retreshnents and snacks.

Mo one had any adverse comment to make on the range facility so
perhaps the poor result can only be attributed to an absence of
hardship. A full post-mortem will follow with the final match rasult
in a later neawslettier.

The mail to New Zealand will be dispatched wrapped in a white flag.
Many thanks to Keith Anderson and Ronald Bellar for turning out to
toptral the unruly masses and to John and Christine Purchase for

photographing the tesam and making the tea,

.
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