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NEWSL ETTER, FEEBRUARY . 1287 .

The Wa~s Forwviesed

The S5.5.R.A. is the Governing Body in Scotland for yvour sport of
Small -bore Rifle Shooting. Although we are small when compatred with
other major sports Governing Bodies, there will come a time, I hope,
when Scotland will have a large element of autonomy over the sport
within its boundaries. We must bear that in mind and prepare for the
time when we have greater powers. Many people are working towards
this and we owe it to all shooters to preserve the futuwe for the
newconers into the sport and the yvounger age groups to ensure that,
whern the time comes for the S.85.R.A. to take its place along with
other shooting organisations in any future and, for that matter, the
currant Scottish Shooting Council, the S5.8.R.A. is prepared.

In order to have a strong voice. we nead more members.

I+ vou have read this and are not a member of the B.8.R.f”.., FPLEABE see
vour local Area Council Menber and join. In dealing with grants,
public bodies, the Sports Council, the Press, etc, numbers count,
gzpecially numbesrs of individual members. The message bluntly is more
members and more people will listen to us. Fewer members and we shall
just fade away.

JOIN NOW.

You can find a list of the Council elected for 198477 in the Minutes
af the Annwal General Meeting which accompany this Newsletter and the
Secretary®s address is on page 3.

Btuart Guild, Chairman.

The 19845 Sponsored Shoot

The accounting for last vear’s Sponsored Shoot was not available
at the time of the A.G.M. and the final reckoning came to £8%4.70.
While this did not match the sum raised in 1%9BE, it was nonetheless a
much appreciated and major contribution to the Match and Training
Fund.

Organiser Jack Lavety particularly thanks sveryone who took part
last vear for their help in making the 1986 fundraiser at Lauder a
great success. The prize for best collector, £330, went to Jocelyn
Chamberlain—Mole of Feterhead and the best shooter was Richard Simpson
from Greencock who received 500 Tenex, which was generously donated by
Eley.

Jack is already planning this vear’s Sponsored Shoot and forms
will be available soon. :

Haven™t yvou wondered what yvou could achieve with 50 rounds and 10O
minutes at 100 vards? Join in this year’s event and find out!

Register sarly and ask yvour friends and family to help support the
Team and Training Squad who are already planning for the 1990
Commonwealth Games in New Zealand.

8.5.R.A. Mewsletter, February, 1987,
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Contact
Perth Indoor Meeting Ian Gray
Ferth C & C
Final of the Speedway at Perth C & C.
Scotland v North Island, N.Z. at Ferth C & C.
Scottish Shooting Council Seminar -
The Future Organisation and Administration of
Scottish Target Shooting 5.D.0.
Final of 5.5.R.A. 3-Fositions Championship
Appleton Invitation Easter Shoot
S5.8.R.P.A. Inver—-clyde Air Weapons Championship

Eric Wallace
Devon Match {(provisional)

Denwood Grand Prix Mesting Jack Lavety
Combined Shoot, Blair Atholl Stuart Nicoll
Ferthshire Open Meeting Ian Gray

Aberdeen & District Confined (prov.) Jack Lavety

S.S.RTP. Open and Grand Prix Meeting Jack Lavety
b

Aberdeen Eley Meeting (provisional}) Jack Lavety

Linwood Open & Grand Prix Meeting Jack Lavety
Border Open Day Mrs Stevenson

N.S5.R.A. Scottish Meeting, Irvine.
including the Freuchie.

Caithness Grand Prix (S5at, prov) and
County Open Meeting Mr= MacDonald

Ferthshire Eley Meeting (prov.) Ian Gray
N.S.R.A. National Meeting., Bisley.

Northern or Irvine Open & Grand Prix Meeting
Jack Lavety

Gagie Open Meeting & GBrand Prix Jack Lavety

S.5.R.A. Annual General Meeting

5.5.R.A. Newsletter, February, {987.
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DEVEL OFPFMERNT OFF ICER™S RNEWS

Scottish bheooting Council Seminar

How many people in the 5.5.R.A. (and outside it, for that matter)
ask themselves why o @arth it is that shooting seems to have one of
the most complicated set-ups in terms of leagues, associations,
governing bodies, competitions, stcetera? One N.S.R.A. person
recently expressed the opinion that we seem to have everything except
& governing body for standing—on—the~head-blindfold shooting.
Shooters are so fed up with being asked to pay affiliations to large
numbers of different bodies, that it is hardly surprising that the
5.5.R.A., which is the anly beody recognised as governing smallbore
rifle shooting in Scotland, has trouble getting more than 10% of
Scottish smallbore riflemen to join. The situation 18 even worse if
you want to take part in other forms of shooting. It was recently
calcul ated that yvou could easily spend £70 a year in subscriptions
over and above vour club membership fee, just to be allowed to shoot
in every target sport at top level.

This is one reason why I am organising a one-day Seminar at
Glasgow University for the Bcottish Shooting Council on Saturday 4th
April, from 10 a.m. wntil 5 p.m. (approximate times). The subiject
will be The Future Organisation and Administration of Scottish Target
Shoocting and the aim will be to secure broad agreement on the benefits
to shooting of & common membership. a common full-time administration,
and a common approach to grant-aiding bodies, like the Scottish Sports
Council. Full programme details will be circulated later in
February. It may be necessary to limit numbers attending, in which
case club and governing body officials will be given priority over
ordinary memnbers, The N.S.R.A. will be invited both to attend and to
sipeal . A Discussion Faper will be circulated by the Shooting Council
to the 5.5.R.A. Council in esarly February, so if vou wish to have
further details about the proposals, contact yvour local Area Council
member .

Mational Facility - Manor Fowis
Far the next couple of months, make sure that you touch wood as
often as possible. Few of us dare to hope too much at the moment,

but there are at last signs that the cherished dream of the Shooting
Couwncil, a Mational 8hooting Centre at Manor Fowis, on which Scotland
could host UIT Championship svents, may be off the drawing board and
on the landscape soon. I have been, and will be, doing everything !
can to help the progress of the project.

O the sternal subject of firearms and the law, I have produced an
advisory leaflet for the use of clubs, as there have been several
conflicts lately between clubs and the police, the central issue being
how much control clubs are obliged to exercise over whom they allow to
shoot, and the conduct of shooting within clubs. The leatlet is at
present with the Scottish Office and the fAssociation of Chief
Constables for comment, and hopefully approval. before publication.

Eill Murray

5.5.R.A. Newsletter, February, 1%87.
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The result of the 19846 New Zealand match

Scotland North Island, MN.Z. @
Te Eidner S R 0 B. Lacey Q
W.T. Yaughan 1 : S I | = G. Tavior 4q
f. Mackenzie R D 1 5 d. Cockerill 5
R.FK. Simpson o 9 2 1 it E. Burt 5
WeB. Marr = 3 4 0 4 R. Caie é
He Simpson (dnrd) 1 2 1 9 4 e Preston &
H. Simpson (Bnr) | 1 Zp O & D. Fincham b
GoB. Winch L ¢ S | ) e Didomn 2
S5.C. Riley I B T | 5 M., Mosheim 8
I.E. Raobertson B B | 1 5 B. Mason 3
A.M. Hamilton & &.2 2 5 F. Telfer &
T.F. Hodgson | 4 0O 1 & L., Bowring g
A.f. Reid z. 9% 24 & E. Algie 2
Wod. HMurray 2021y S 7 E. Stammers 10
W.F. Hamilton v s e s e D. Gibson B

Tatal &% Total 1 4

e SR e S TP SEP6 . 6000

This win +or Scotland levelled the series at & all but missed the
team score record by | point., set by Nerth Island in 1285,

In 1984, hNew Zealand had sent their hest shooters to Edinburgh +or
the Commonwealth Games and were not up to full strength - on to the
1287 match and do battle again.

Menbers and supporters are welcome at Ferth on the 2%9th March to
lend moral and practical support to the team in the 1987 match.

oL ar == + o Coaches

A refresher course for County J-F coaches is planned for early
summer, probably in Stirling. Anyone who is a) interested and b)
eligible may conbtact Geof+ Webb Lo express their interest. Beoft will
e at the Bheooting Council Seminar - come and speak to him about it.

Geotf’'s address is

Perthshire Summer Competition

This summer Perthsira is offtering a short-Range Bummer League +for
all comers, Z cards per fortnight starting in May. All enquiries
should be made to JTan Gray (Address on page 4)

Sports Council for Glasgow — Talented Sports Performer Awards.

If yvou live within the boundaries of the City of Glasgow, you may
bhe eligible for a District, Regional or National standard award. BGet
yvour form now by sending an 10"z212" §.A.E. to The Director of FParks
and Recreation, 20 Trongate. Glasgow GB1 SES, marking the envelope with
"Talented Bports FPerftormers Awards" or call at the ftirst floor.

37 High Street.

5.5.R.A. Mewsletter, February, 1987.
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FROFILE — Stwuwiart Swuild

Our new chairman, Stuart Guild, by profession the Senior Fartner
of a firm of SBeolicitors in Edinburgh has a wealth of experience in the
shooting world. A member and past Captain of the Watsonian Rifle
Club, he started target shooting in his school dayvs with the
Shooting VYIIT at George Watson®s College and, apart from an entorced
break in which he saw service with the Roval Artillery in Burma and
the Far East., he has been involved in shooting for his club and at
county lewvel.

After many yvears service to the Territorial Army, he was appointed
L.t. Col. Commanding OFfficer of the local Army Cadet Force where he
helped to improve the standard of shooting. He is presently Convener
of Shooting for the Army Cadet Force Association in Scotland.

He is the FPresident of the Lothian and Feebles Home Guard Rifle
Association and the Vice President of the Lothian Small-bore Shootbting
Association. He has served on the Executive of the latter Association
for a considerable number of vears during which he has been their
representative on the M.S.E.A&. Council.

Rlways an active shooter, Stuart’s greatest feat of derring-do in
shooting is well remembered in lLothian. Taking part in an invitation
S0 metres match for a trophy presented by Watsonians for competition
among Lothian clubs in celebration of their S50th anniversary, Stuart
was last man in to score a 198, best score in the match, to pinch the
trophy from Balerno & Currie by one point.

DJaG

These Scottish Trainmning Sagusad —
From the insided

Many will ask = those who turn up to the A.G.M. anvway = when they
read the 5.85.R.A."s statement of accountss "What is the point of
spending so much money on such an wuneruly rabble™"

The plain fact of the matter is that Scotland badly needed an
injection of potentially good enthusiastic voung shooters — the
encouragemnent of those who will form our natiocanl teams in the future
— and some not so voung. S0 two years ago, the Scottish Training
Bouad was formed.

Scotland’s shooting teams can no longer exist solely on prone
shooting, so the sguad provides a chance for the increasing number of
2=F shooters to exchange ideas and training technigues to the benefit
of all. This does not mean to say that the prone shooter does not
benefit from the sessions, for i+t he/she/it comes to the sessions with
an open mind and a willingness to listen and contribute, he has the
opportunity to benefit from others views and insights: not only into
the techniques involved, but also into attitude and approach, which is
50 important to anyone wishing to advance in the sport.

Is the squad appre:iated by theose invited to jein? The verv fact

S.5.R.A. Newsletter, February, 1987.



that many go to great trouble to be at Meadowbank., where the sessiaons
- take place., for the early start must say something for their
enthusiasmn. This is highlighted by the fact that in the bad weather
during January, the Aberdeen contingent travelled through very bad
conditions to arrive on time.

At this point, we should like to acknowledge the efforts of the
coaches — Harry Milne, Adam Gordon, Gectf Webb, Anne Hamilton, Cyril
Dedonckheere and lan Robertson — who have put a lot of effort into
preparing (% for and getting to sach session.

When will vou see the resulits of this expenditura? Some of you
have already seen, There was last vear’s Devon Match where the team
warn the I3-F event the first time fielding a 3-F team, and there's the
increasing number of quality shooters from whom to select teams for
the Home Countries Internationals.

I arnvone knows oFf somebody whom they think would benefit from and
e interested in the sqguad as described. they should contact Harrv.
Every vear others are invited to join as the more experienced members
leave having benefited from their term in the group.

Anon .

Down vour way -—
Leven & District Rifle and Pistol Club

Throughout Scotland are many clubs, active and competitive, about
which little is known outside their own area. Buch a club miaht be
Leven and District, in Fife, They have a steady membership of arcund
Zh. including a small pistol section and 7 juniors among whom is
Fhilip Tippetts—fAylmer, a member of the Scottish Training Sguad and af
the Gresat Britain Junior National Sguad.

The club members enjoy competeing in the Fife and Hinross Leagues
and in the Ferthshire Leagues as well as in the N.S.R.A. Individual
Championships. This winter, the club have reached the final of the
Fite and Kinrgss Burton Cup in which they meet Ferth € & L.

The club range has 4 firing points at 25 vards and is open every
weekday evening, with Tuesdays reserved for pistol shoobting. During
the summer, Leven & District shares the use of an outdoor range with
St Andrews, which 1s tucked into the corner of a Clay Pigeon facility.

The Club may be contacted through Diane Penman. (Tel. Leven

IN CASE YOU HADN®T NOTICED -

Things have been happening to the Association Newsletter. The
than just a voice for the Council., Members are warmly invited to send
items for inclusion to the Secretary. Obviously, dug to copying and
postage costs, space is restricted, but we will do our best to fit in
as much as possible.

WANTED - Bill Marr at Portlethen Rifle Club is looking for two
Anschuts: 14137%s, around £300-£350. Contact him via Jack Lavety if vou
can help.

5.5.R.A. Newsletter. February. 1987.
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GROWING UP, FALLING IN LOVE, AND BLOOD ON THE TRACKS
ar
The 1987 Scotland Volunteers® trip to the Intershoot in the Hague.

"Rogelund? That®s Norway, isn®t it? When ie it. and how much will it
cost?!

"Next week, and about £350 plus pocket money”, came the reply. 1
gulped, fought off the temptation to go AWOL and run up an unauthorised
averdraftt, and said “That’s a bit too much too soon, I think. But isn’t
there one in Holland in February?"

A few weeks later, at 8103 a.m. in a rather dog-eared Dutch sports
hall, struggling to keep the terror out of my voice, I said to Clifs+ Ogle,
"Whatever else happens, tell them I was herg". On my left was Dirr of
Austria, on my right, Hauburg of Bermany, both of them 585 men. My main
recollection of the next two hours and a bit, is that 1 might as well have
been picking up my air rifle for the first time. Shortly afterwards. I was
relieved to discover that I had avoided coming last, narrowly beating
Cliff and a one-legged man representing the British Amputees. Our Scottish
team had come a resounding last in the team competition, a full 20 points
par man behind Luaxembourg.

Room for improvement, thought we. In fact Tan Gibb, owr very valuable
guide and senior team member, managed to improve significantly on the
second day. Stephen Dunlop, Alistair McDonald, mysel$ and Cliff, all
failed to prove that our first showing had simply been a guestion of
acclimatisation. Hillenbrand of West Germany won the rifle matches with
H95/5%21 {(the current world record is 5%4): his face suggested it could
have been better but then, of course., Slotbloom was ill, and Heberle,
Stenvaag and Mipchow were resting up after the Luxembouwrg shoot.

We agreed that as we obviously weren’t there to win, we musl be there
to learn, and the first thing we learned was that Swiss and Austrian girl
shooters look a bit like their skiers. only nicer. As this was sinking in,
we also discovered that they could shoot as well, as a Swiss girl with one
of the worst positions 1T have ever seen methodically put together 3I23x400,

I fell deeply and instantly in love with Gudrun Sinnbuber of Austria,
while Cliff lived up to his surname whenever he saw one of the German
female juniors. Ian was heard to admit that he couldn™t take his eves off
one —or was it all- of the Swedish ladies® pistol team. McDonald and
Dunlop have so far refused to reveal their hearts® desires.

We also learned that it dogsn®t take superb facilities to organise a
competition like this. Inverclwyde is big enough and good enough as a
venue: it all boils down to getting the other teams to come, and to
finding the expertise to run the event properly. With the new finals,
there is at least the prospect of attracting some TV coverage, and the
mandatory civic receptions are not hard to come by for major events. S
would be nice to think of Scotland getting a shoot like this accepted on
the international calendar, before it becomes too full.

Then there was the return jouwrney. which was a pain in the neck for
us, but not half so much as 1t must have been for the person who commited
suicide by throwing himsgelf in front of ow boat train at Leiden (the
station before we were due to get on). Thus unhappily a two hour wait
became a fouwr hour wait, while we joined everyvone else on the station in &
mass wild goose-chase fed by rumours in the form of tannoy announcements
saying that special buses, trainsg etcetera, had been laid on for us.
Eventually we were bundled into taxi cabs and driven at high speed, at the
cost of Dutch Railways, to the Hook of Molland where our boat had been
patiently waiting for an hour. A mere 146 hours later, and we were back
home, on terra firma and down to earth.

5.5.R.A. Newsletter, February, 1987.





